South Tipperary County Council
Minutes of South Tipperary County Council Meeting held in The Council Chamber, County Hall, Clonmel on 

Monday 10th May, 2010
	In the Chair

	Cllr. Liam Ahearn

	Present
	Cllrs. T. Acheson, S. Ambrose, M. Anglim, J. Brennan, S. Cooney Sheehan, J. Crosse, J. Crowe, J. Donovan, P. English, J. Fahey, Ml Fitzgerald, M. Hanna Hourigan, S. Healy, D. Landy, D. Leahy, S. Lonergan, S. McCarthy, C. McLoughlin, R. Molloy, M. Murphy, Ml Murphy, J. O’Brien, E. O’Meara, D. Ryan, T. Wood.


	In attendance
	E. O’Connor, B. McEvoy, S. Keating, C. Curley, G. Walsh, D. Holland,  C. Lee


	Meetings Administrator


	Mr. John O’Mahoney

	Minutes
	On the proposal of Cllr. P. English and seconded by Cllr. S. McCarthy the minutes of Council Meeting held on 12th April, 2010 were adopted.



	Public Notice of Proposed Works – Proposed traffic calming at Rosegreen


	The meetings administrator informed the meeting that this matter was deferred to the June Meeting.



	Conferences/
Seminars
	On the proposal of Cllr. M. Fitzgerald and seconded by Cllr. S. McCarthy it was agreed that:-

Cllr. Seanie Lonergan be nominated to attend conference organised by Superior Training entitled Local Government & The Environment to be held at The Falls Hotel, Ennistymon, Co. Clare on 30th April – 2nd May, 2010
Cllr. Richie Molloy be nominated to attend conference organised by Kadenza Consultancies entitled “Head Shops – Legal Highs” to be held in Bellingham Castle Hotel, Castlebellingham, Co. Louth on 7th – 8th May, 2010

Cllrs. Joe Donovan and Michael Anglim be nominated to attend conference organised by IRL entitled Valuing Community in the Battle against Poverty and Social Exclusion in Killala Community Centre, Killala, Co. Mayo on 13th and 14th May, 2010-05-26

Cllrs. Seanie Lonergan and Denis Landy be nominated to attend conference organised by Cooperative and EAPN entitled Community Worker in Galway on 11th May, 2010

Cllrs. Marie Murphy, Catherine McLoughlin and Tom Wood be nominated to attend conference organised by Dundalk Chamber entitled BIDS Conference to be held at Ballymascanlon Hotel, Dundalk, Co. Louth on 11th May, 2010
Cllr. Jack Crowe be nominated to attend conference organised by Esperanza Enterprises entitled “The Cost of Insurance and Claims to your Local Authority” at The Kings Valley Hotel, Merlin Park, Dublin Road, Galway

Cllr. John Crosse be nominated to attend conference organised by Celtic Conferences entitled “The integration of Joint Policing Committees in the Local Authority Structures to be held at the Celtic Ross Hotel, Rosscarbery, West Cork on 21st – 23rd May, 2010

Cllrs. Mary Hanna Hourigan, Marie Murphy, Catherine McLoughlin and Liam Ahearn be nominated to attend conference organised by Southern & Eastern Regional Assembly entitled Annual Conference to be held at Carlton Kinsale Hotel, Kinsale, Co. Cork

Cllrs Sean McCarthy, Michael Fitzgerald, Denis Leahy and Michael Anglim be nominated to attend conference organised by TJK Conference Ltd entitled “Defamation Seminar for Councillors” to be held at Patrick Punch Hotel, Limerick


	Section 183 Notice – Disposal of lands at Scartnaglorane
	It was proposed by Cllr. S. Lonergan

Seconded by Cllr. T. Acheson

And resolved:-

“That in accordance with the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001, we hereby approve of the disposal of 0.842 hectares (2.081 acres), at Scartnaglorane, Cahir, Co. Tipperary”



	Taking in charge of:-

(a) Ard Alainn Housing Estate, Killenaule Road, Fethard


	It was proposed by Cllr. J. O’ Brien
Seconded by Cllr. J. Fahey

And Resolved:-

“That we the members of South Tipperary County Council being satisfied that the road at Ard Alainn Housing Estate, Killenaule Road, Fethard, Co. Tipperary as more particularly described in the schedule set out below is of general public utility and having considered the financial implications for the Council of the proposal declare the road to be a public road in accordance with Section 11 of the Roads Act 1993 and that in accordance with Section 180 of the Planning & Development Act 2000 the Council take in charge all open spaces, car parks, sewers, water mains and drains within the attendant grounds of the development”.

Location of Road

Length of Road

Terminal Point of Road

Ard Alainn Housing Estate

Killenaule Road

Fethard

Co. Tipperary

 224M

Terminal of public road L-23061-2



	(b) Fernville and Fernville Court, Cahir Road, Ballyclerihan
	It was proposed by Cllr. P. English

Seconded by Cllr. S. Healy

And Resolved:-

“That we the members of South Tipperary County Council being satisfied that the road at Fernville and Fernville Court Housing Estates,  Cahir Road, Ballyclerihan, Clonmel, Co. Tipperary as more particularly described in the schedule set out below is of general public utility and having considered the financial implications for the Council of the proposal declare the road to be a public road in accordance with Section 11 of the Roads Act 1993 and that in accordance with Section 180 of the Planning & Development Act 2000 the Council take in charge all open spaces, car parks, sewers, watermains and drains within the attendant grounds of the development”.

Location of Road

Length of Road

Terminal point of Road

Fernville & Fernville Court Housing Estates, Cahir Road, Ballyclerihan, Clonmel

Fernville 

945 M

Fernville Court 75M

Terminal of public road L-3205-2



	(c) Rockview Housing Estate, Deerpark Road, Cashel
	It was proposed by Cllr. C. McLoughlin

Seconded by Cllr. S. McCarthy

And Resolved:-
“That we the members of South Tipperary County Council being satisfied that the road at Rockview Housing Estate, Deerpark Road, Cashel, Co. Tipperary as more particularly described in the schedule set out below is of general public utility and having considered the financial implications for the Council of the proposal declare the road to be a public road in accordance with Section 11 of the Roads Act 1993 and that in accordance with Section 180 of the Planning & Development Act 2000 the Council take in charge all open spaces, car parks, sewers, watermains and drains with the attendant grounds of the development”.



	(d) Lower Abbey Street, Cahir
	It was proposed by Cllr. S. Lonergan

Seconded by Cllr. S. Healy

And Resolved:-

“That we the members of South Tipperary County Council being satisfied that the road at Lower Abbey Street, Cahir,  Co. Tipperary as more particularly described in the schedule set out below is on general public utility and having considered the financial implications for the Council of the proposal declare the road to be a public road in accordance with Section 11 of the Roads Act 1993 and that in accordance with Section 180 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 the Council take in charge all open spaces, car parks, sewers, watermains and drains within the attendant grounds of the development”.

Location of Road

Length of Road

Terminal point of Road

Lower Abbey Street, Cahir, Co. Tipperary

32 Metre length and 2.6 Metre wide public footpath at No. 8 to 12 Lower Abbey Street

Terminal of public road

L-3124-0



	Extinguishment of Public Right of Way at Cappamurragh, Dundrum
	“That having regard to the report and recommendation dated 4th May, 2010, we the Members of South Tipperary County Council, in exercise of the powers conferred on us by Section 12 of the Roads Act 1993, hereby make an Order for the Abandonment of the Public Right of Way at the L-5227-0 Yellow Road, Cappamurragh, Dundrum, L5228-0 High Road, Cappamurragh, Dundrum & L5229-0 at Bog Road Cappamurragh, Dundrum, Co. Tipperary as specified in the Public Notice dated 26th September, 2009”.
Road Number

Road Name

Location

Road Length

L5227-0

Yellow Road

Cappaghmurragh, Dundrum

Co. Tipperary

1216m
L5228-0

High Road

Cappaghmurragh

Dundrum

Co. Tipperary

1572m

L5229-0

Bog Road

Cappaghmurragh

Dundrum

Co. Tipperary

1356m



	South East Homelessness Draft Action Plan 2010 – 2013
	The adoption of the South East Homelessness Action Plan 2010-2013 by each of the six Local Authorities in the South East region was directed by Sections 38, 39 & 41 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009 and outlined in Circular HU 1/2010. The plan as circulated was the final draft of the plan for consideration and adoption by each of the six Local Authorities. The draft plan was a document which outlined a regional framework for the delivery of homeless services with a specific chapter dedicated to each Local Authorities’ area. The draft plan had been considered and endorsed by the South East Homeless Forum, the South East Management Group and the Housing SPC in each Local Authority and the adoption of the plan by South Tipperary County Council as presented was recommended.

It was proposed by Cllr. D. Landy

Seconded by Cllr. S. Cooney Sheehan

And Resolved:-

“That in accordance with Section 40 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009, the South East Homelessness Action Plan May 2010 – May 2013 be and is hereby adopted”.

Members referred to the need for suitable temporary accommodation for the homeless, in particular the lack of facilities for men.



	Social Housing Investment Programme (SHIP)
	The Department recently notified each authority of their capital allocations for 2010 and an allocation of €11,920,000 has been determined for South Tipperary County Council and includes allocations for the main local authority social housing programme, the improvement works programme (remedial, regeneration, energy efficiency, and central heating), for traveller accommodation and expenditure projections based on known commitments for voluntary and co-operative housing funded under the Capital Loan and Subsidy Scheme [CLSS] and Capital Assistance Scheme [CAS]. Rental Accommodation Scheme monies and targets were also specified.

Members had considered details circulated to them regarding particulars of the allocation. In relation to the Rental Accommodation Scheme they expressed their dissatisfaction and objections to the general trust of the Rental Accommodation Scheme.  In particular they referred to value for money, right to purchase security of tenure and maintenance issues responsibilities of the Local Authority. It was agreed to write to the Minister in this regard.



	Record of Protected Structures
	A list of proposed additions to and deletions from the Record of Protected Structures for South Tipperary County Council had been circulated to the members and was noted.
It was proposed by Cllr. Sean McCarthy

Seconded by Cllr. Jack Crowe

And Resolved:-

“That pursuant to Section 55 of the Planning and Development 2000 as amended, having considered Manager’s Report dated April 2010 the proposed additions and deletions to the South Tipperary Record of Protected Structures as circulated to the Members on 5th May 2010 be and are hereby adopted.

	Annual Report
	The meetings administrator informed the meeting that the draft annual report 2009 was prepared and the Annual Report would be circulated at the June meeting.



	Water Services Investment Programme
	Mr. Sean Keating, D.O.S. informed the members that Minister Gormley had published the new Water Services Investment Programme 2010–12 and the total made available to South Tipperary County Council was €41,225,000.

The programme was broken down by River Basin District and similar to previous Investment Programmes, funds were not immediately available for drawdown, but were subject to approval by DoE in line with strict procedures. The funding referred to individual contracts and not schemes. The contracts will allow elements of schemes to be progressed, much like advance works, while the longer-term planning for the overall schemes covered by the programme continued in the background. The intention was that all contracts should commence during the period of the WSIP, that is before the end of 2012

For each contract, a local contribution was required and this varied from contract to contact, based on the specific scheme. Out of the estimated total cost of just over €41 million, the Council must contribute approximately €11 million and it was pointed out that this would be a major challenge in the current economic climate.
Members welcomed the allocation and asked that these contracts be commenced as soon as possible and hoped that local contractors would be successful in the tendering procedure.

The County Manager informed the members that the programme of works was ambitious but necessary. It was hoped that there would be no delays in obtaining departmental approval to the various schemes and members would be informed if any problems arose. He confirmed that projects would not be delayed due to funding as this was a national issue which had to be resolved. 

Mr. Keating responded to queries about the various schemes.



	Presentation by Mr. Donald P. Binchy, County Solicitor
	The County Manager introduced Mr. Donald P. Binchy who had been appointed as the Council’s Solicitor for a seven year term. He congratulated him on his reappointment and thanked him for his outstanding service in the past.

Mr. Binchy gave the members an overview of the legal work he undertook for the Council and stated it was an honour and privilege to represent the Council.

Members congratulated Mr. Binchy on his appointment.

	Date for June Meeting
	It was agreed that the June Meeting would be held on Monday 14th June, 2010 in Cahir Castle, Cahir at 11 a.m.

	Date for AGM
	It was agreed that the AGM would be held on Monday 30th June, 2010 in the Council Chamber, County Hall.

	County Managers Orders for the month of May
	County Managers Orders for the month of May were noted.

	Water Scheme in the Cashel Area
	The following Notice of Motion was not moved in the absence of Cllr. Tom Wood:-

“That the Manager advise as to what works are envisaged in the Cashel area following the recent water scheme funding announcement”.



	Traffic Calming for Rosegreen Village
	The following Notice of Motion was not moved in the absence of Cllr. Tom Wood:-

“That the Manager update the members on the proposed traffic calming measures for Rosegreen Village”.



	Street Lighting at Ard Gaoithe Roundabout
	The Council considered the following Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. Pat English:-

“That South Tipperary County Council ensures that street lighting at the Ard Gaoithe Roundabout is fixed as soon as possible as they have been out of order for a number of months”.



	Waterford to Rosslare rail line
	The Council considered the following Notices of Motion in the name of Cllr. Pat English and Cllr. Joe Brennan:-

“That South Tipperary County Council calls on the Minister for Transport to ensure that the Waterford to Rosslare rail line remain open to the public”.

“South Tipperary County Council oppose any downgrading of the Limerick Junction to Rosslare rail line as this is an important piece of regional infrastructure”.
Members spoke in support of the motion and it was agreed to write to the Minister for Transport in this regard and to send the motions to Wexford and Waterford County Council’s for their support”.


	Reintroduction of Water Charges
	The Council agreed to defer the following Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. Pat English to the next meeting:-

“That South Tipperary County Council oppose the imposition of water charges on the citizens of South Tipperary and request that Minister Gormley reject the reintroduction of water charges as was agreed by Government as part of the revised Programme for Government”.



	Dumping in Woods
	The Council considered the following Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. Joe Brennan:-

“South Tipperary calls on Coilte to carry out measures to prevent people from dumping at the entrance to or in their woods”.

The Environment Section of the Council had been working closely with Coillte in tackling the problem of illegal dumping which occurs at the entrances to their forests. Agreements are in place with Coillte that, if waste is reported to the Council, it is investigated in the normal way (to determine if a source can be identified), and then the waste is removed by Coillte and disposed of at the landfill at Donohill in accordance with standard practice.

However, issues arise as not all entrances to forests are in the full control of Coillte as, in some cases, other landowners have full right of access granted to them to allow them to enter their lands for agricultural purposes. In such cases, Coillte have submitted maps to the Council which identify these routes through Coillte property.

There are discussions currently ongoing with Coillte with regard to the entrances they have full control over. The Council is proposing that Coillte move their barriers closer to the roadside and keep them locked. This will prevent a vehicle from pulling into the entrance space and the driver disposing of waste without being seen. Discussions are also taking place with regard to appropriate warning signage, to act as a deterrent, and it can be confirmed that Coillte are looking at improvements to their signage at the forest entrances.

In continuing discussions with the local forest managers from Coillte, staff from the Environment Section would highlight the concern of the Council members in relation to this issue, as expressed in this Notice of Motion.



	Railings at new houses at Tipperary Road, Cahir
	The Council considered the following Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. Seamus Healy:-

“That railings be provided to the front of the new houses at Tipperary Road, Cahir.



	Correspondence
	(a) Thank you letter dated 19th April, 2010, from Ambassador of  Poland to Ireland.
(b) Thank you letter dated 26th April, 2010 from South  Tipperary Federation ICA.

	Resolutions from other Local Authorities
	Limerick County Council 

“That, Limerick County Council calls on the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government, John Gormley, TD to defer the carbon tax which is due to come into effect on 1st May, 2010, until the economy improves”.

Limerick County Council 

“That, a series of temporary speed limits be placed on all damaged local and regional roads pending completion of essential repair work consequent to weather related damage and while ongoing general maintenance is awaited; furthermore, given the state of roads in many of our neighbouring counties, it is appropriate that they and the Minister responsible be copied with this Motion highlighting its intent as a matter of welfare and safety”.

Carlow County Council 
“That we the members of Carlow County Council call on the Minister for Finance and the Government to reverse the Carbon Tax announced in last December’s budget”.

Carlow County Council

“That Carlow County Council call for the Home Energy Saving Grant and Warmer Homes Scheme Grant handled by Sustainable Energy Ireland to come under the control of each relevant local authority”.

Skibbereen Town Council

“That South Tipperary County Council requests the Minister for Health and Children, Ms. Mary Harney, TD to reverse the HSE’s decision to centralise all medical card processing to the PCRS offices in Dublin”.

Clones Town Council

“That this council calls on Minister Batt O’Keefe Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment to work with the regulator to ensure that the UK/Northern Ireland business is re-opened with immediate effect to safeguard the 2800 highly skilled jobs at Quinn Insurance”.
Donegal County Council

“Recognising that the recent decision to ban certain substances sold in “Head Shops” is welcome, Donegal County Council calls on the government to bring legislation to ban all “Head Shops” and the sale of all psychoactive drugs associated with them”.
Cllr. Sylvia Cooney Sheehan asked for the members support in having this matter considered by the Senate.



	Votes of Sympathy
	· Mr. Mark Breen and family on the death of his brother Anthony

· Mrs Kathleen Smyth and family on the death of her husband Edmund

· Mr. Tommy Kinsella and family on the death of their father Paddy

· The Cleary family on the death of their father Mick

· Mrs Mary Darmody on the death of her husband Terry


The meeting then concluded.
Signed/_____________________.    Dated/_________.

    Cathaoirleach.

Signed/_____________________.
Dated/_________.


    Meetings Administrator.
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