South Tipperary County Council

Minutes of South Tipperary County Council Meeting held in

The Council Chamber, County Hall, Clonmel

On Monday 1st September, 2008.

	In the Chair
	Cllr. Tom Ambrose.

	Present
	Cllrs. L. Ahearn, J. Fahey, J. Crosse, J. Crowe, J. Donovan, M. Fitzgerald, D. Foley, S. Healy, R. Kennedy, C. Kinahan, S. Lonergan, S. McCarthy, S. Meagher, A. Moloney, P. Norris, S. Nyhan, E. O’Meara, B. Shoer, D. Landy, M. Maguire, T. Wood, Jimmy O’Brien, 



	Apologies
	Cllrs. D. Bourke, M. Anglim, D. Ryan



	Meetings Administrator
	John O’Mahoney



	Votes of Sympathy
	The Cathaoirleach proposed a vote of sympathy to the wife and family of the late Cllr. Cyril O’Flaherty.

Members and the County Manager were associated with the vote of sympathy.  It was agreed that the meeting would be adjourned for a short period as a mark of respect.

Votes of sympathy were also passed to the following:-

Oliver McGrath, Environment Section on the death of his brother Andrew.

Ray O’Leary, Fire Office, on the death of his brother Derek.

June Ryan, Corporate Affairs, on the death of her mother Nellie.

Bernie Fennessy on the death of his mother Moll.

Will Power, Housing, on the death of his mother Margaret.

	Adjournment


	

	Resumption


	

	Good Wishes


	On the resumption good wishes were conveyed to Cllr. Michael Anglim who was recovering from an operation.

	Minutes
	On the proposal of Cllr. Roger Kennedy and seconded by Cllr. Liam Ahearne the minutes of The AGM held on 30th June, 2008 were agreed and the minutes from the Council Meeting held on 7th July, 2008 were adopted.



	Matters Arising


	

	Social Housing Programme
	Cllr. Healy expressed his disappointment at the reply received from the Office of the Minister for Housing, Urban Renewal and Developing Areas and requested that the Minister would be requested again to receive a deputation and that the Oireachtas members would also be asked to assist in ensuring a deputation was received.

Members spoke in support of this request.



	Traffic Calming – Rosegreen
	In response to an enquiry by Cllr. Healy, Mr. McEvoy confirmed that proposals for traffic calming in Rosegreen would be examined in the context of the 2009 roadwork’s programme.



	Planning Refusals
	The Meetings Administrator advised that there were none.

	Public Notice of Proposed Works
	 Wallers Lot, Cashel – Access Road

John O’Mahoney advised that this proposal referred to the provision of an access and ancillary work for a distance of approximately 180 metres to facilitate mixed use development on a site owned by the Council at Wallers Lot, Cashel.

No submissions were received.  It was noted that the proposal was in the interest of the proper planning and development of the area and would facilitate access to zoned lands, as identified in the Wallers Lot Action Area Plan.  It was recommended that the proposal proceed subject to planting and landscaping being agreed.

The proposal was agreed.



	Conferences/

Seminars
	On the proposal of Cllr. Michael Fitzgerald and seconded by Cllr. Roger Kennedy it was agreed that:

Cllrs. Eddie O’Meara, Michael Maguire, Christy Kinahan, Susan Meagher, Jimmy O’Brien and Michael Fitzgerald be nominated to attend conference entitled “The John Hewitt International Summer School” at Marketplace Theatre and Arts Centre, Armagh on 28th July – 1st August, 2008.

Cllrs. Christy Kinahan, Michael Maguire, Andy Moloney, Darren Ryan, Susan Meagher, Roger Kennedy and John Fahey be nominated to attend conference entitled “William Carleton Summer School” at Clogher, Co. Tyrone on 4th – 8th August, 2008.

Cllrs. Denis Landy, Sean Lonergan, Jimmy O’Brien, Sean McCarthy, Jack Crowe, John Crosse, Eddie O’Meara, Tom Ambrose, Pat Norris, Derry Foley, Joe O’Donovan, Liam Ahearn, Michael Anglim and Cllr. Michael Fitzgerald be nominated to attend conference entitled “Sliabh Luachra Summer School” at Rockchapel, Co. Cork on 5th – 10th August, 2008.

Cllrs. Denis Landy and Sean Nyhan be nominated to attend conference entitled “Parnell Summer School 2008” at Avondale House, Rathdrum, Co. Wicklow on 10th – 15th August, 20008.

Cllrs. John Crosse, Joe Donovan, Eddie O’Meara, John Fahey, Tom Ambrose, Roger Kennedy, Jimmy O’Brien, Derry Foley and Michael Fitzgerald be nominated to attend conference entitled “Merriman Summer School” at Ennis, Co. Clare on 17th – 23rd August, 2008.

Cllr Pat Norris be nominated to attend conference entitled “Local Government and the Arts” at Dooley’s Hotel, Birr, Co. Offaly on 22nd – 24th August, 2008.

Cllr. Tom Ambrose be nominated to attend conference entitled “Keep the Faith – County Heritage Day 2008 at Bru Boru, Cashel, on 30th August, 2008.



	Section 183 Notices


	

	Disposal of lands at Raheen, Cahir
	It was proposed by Cllr. S. Lonergan,

Seconded by Cllr. A. Moloney,

And resolved:-

“That in accordance with the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001, we hereby approve of the disposal of 0.09 hectares (0.22 acres) at Raheen, Cahir, Co. Tipperary to Mr. Patrick Tovin, Raheen, Cahir, Co. Tipperary in accordance with the terms of the notice under the above Section as circulated on 10th June, 2008”.

	Arts Act 1973 – Allocations 2008
	It was proposed by Cllr. A. Moloney,

Seconded by Cllr. B. Shoer,

And resolved:-

“That the report dated 20th August, 2008 circulated to the members regarding additional distributions of grants under the Arts Act, 1973 – allocation 2008, be and is hereby approved”.



	Higher Education Grant Scheme, 2008
	It was proposed by Cllr. Seamus Healy,

Seconded by Cllr. Michael Fitzgerald, 

And resolved:-

“That the 2008 Higher Education Grant Scheme be and is hereby adopted”.



	Manager’s Orders for the Month of July and August


	County Manager’s Orders for the month of July and August were noted.

	Notices of Motion


	

	Barriers erected to prevent illegal caravan parking in Kilsheelan
	The Council considered the following notice of motion in the name of Cllr. Sean Nyhan:-

“Could the manager accede to request of locals in the village of Kilsheelan to have barriers erected to prevent illegal caravan parking on the green beside the catholic church”.

A low 2ft high concrete post and rail fence will be erected at the green area outside the church at Gammonsfield, Kilsheelan.  There will also be a locked steel barrier which can be opened to allow cars to use the area as a car park, when necessary.  This work will be carried out over the coming weeks.



	Third Level Fees
	The Council considered the following notice of motion in the name of Cllr. Seamus Healy:-

“That this Council opposes the re-introduction of Third Level Fees”

Members indicated their support of the motion and it was agreed it would be forwarded to the Minister for Education.



	Emergency ambulance service in Carrick-on-Suir
	The Council considered the following notice of motion in the name of Cllr. Seamus Healy:-

“That this Council calls on Ms. Mary Harney, T.D., Minister for Health and Children and the Health Service Executive to immediately implement the longstanding request to locate a 24 hour emergency ambulance service in Carrick-on-Suir”.

Cllr. Healy requested that this Council request Minister Harney to meet a deputation from this Council to impress upon her the urgency of the matter and to request the Oireachtas Members to assist in ensuring a deputation was received.

Cllr. Landy supported this request and urged that the matter be taken up with the Minister of State also.



	EPA guidelines in regard to the site suitability test
	The Council considered the following Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. Jimmy O’Brien

“I call on the environment and planning sections of this Council to implement the new EPA guidelines in regard to the site suitability test”.

The guidelines referred to are Draft EPA Site Suitability Assessment Guidelines and have no legal standing at this time.

The Site Suitability Assessment Course, administered by the EPA and GSI, which informs the testing methods that all applicants seeking planning permission for wastewater treatment systems in South Tipperary must carry out, is based on the current EPA Site Suitability Assessment Guidelines and not the Draft Guidelines.  Accordingly it is our intention not to implement the Draft Guidelines until they are formally adopted by the EPA, the competent authority, and have a legal standing.

The Planning Department has been in discussion with the EPA and have been advised that the EPA intend to present the Draft for final adoption in the coming 8 weeks.  Following adoption by the EPA the document will be considered a Code of Best Practice and will be implemented by the Planning Authority, following instruction by the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government.

It was requested that a copy of the reply to the motion would be forwarded to each member. 



	Hedgecutting in South Tipperary
	The Council considered the following Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. Jimmy O’Brien:-

“That this Council immediately review its policy with regards to hedge cutting on non regional roads in South Tipperary”.

The cutting of hedges, trees or ditches adjoining public roadways is the responsibility of owners or occupiers of the land as explained Section 70 Sub-Section (2) of the 1993 Roads Act (copy attached for information purposes).  This work should be carried out between the 1st September and 28th February each year in order to comply with Section 46 of the Wildlife (Amendment) Act 2000.
As part of the Council’s Maintenance Programme of Works, verge cutting is carried out on all Regional and Bus Routes annually.

Members spoke in support of this motion.  Mr. McEvoy stated that hedge cutting was the responsibility of landowners and that the council was responsible for verges.  The best available methods were used in verge cutting taking into account risk assessments and health & safety issues.



	Clonmel Road into Kilsheelan Village
	The Council considered the following Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. Seamus Healy

“That the Clonmel Road into Kilsheelan Village be repaired and resurfaced”.

There are no plans under the 2009 Clonmel Roadworks Programme to carry out strengthening and re-surfacing works.

The position will be reviewed and consideration for inclusion in the 2009 Roadworks Programme.



	Closure of Moy Isover
	The Council considered the following Notice of Motion in the name of Cllrs. Michael Anglim and Liam Ahearn

“That this County Council supports the efforts of the A.T.G.W.U. to postpone the closure of Moy Isover and that the County Manager use his offices to ensure the continuation of an industry in Ardfinnan”.

The Cathaoirleach informed the members that together with the County Manager he would meet with the ATGWU and the management of the company on the 12th September to discuss the proposed closure.

Cllr. Fitzgerald suggested that representatives from the I.D.A. be invited to a Council Meeting to discuss employment in South Tipperary in general.

Following discussion it was agreed that the meeting regarding Moy Isover should proceed and that consideration would be given to an IDA representative attending a Council Meeting at a later date.



	Correspondence
	(a) Reply dated 24th July, 2008, from Office of the Minister at the Department of Health & Children, regarding South Tipperary General Hospital an Our Lady’s Hospital, Cashel

(b) Reply dated 12th August, 2008, from Office of the Minister for Housing Urban Renewal and Developing Areas, regarding housing adaption scheme for South Tipperary

(c) Reply dated 14th August, 2008 from Office of the Minister of Environment, Heritage and Local Government, regarding revision of local electoral areas in South Tipperary

(d) Reply dated 19thy August, 2008, from Office of the Minister at the Department of Transport, regarding driving licence applications and organ donation.



	Resolutions from other Local Authorities
	Kilrush Town Council

“That this Council calls on the Department of Education and Science and the Department of Finance to take immediate steps to ease the burden of water charges on all schools and public centres of education through the provision of modules which will enhance the awareness and understanding of the importance of water conservation and to provide a once-off special grant to enable schools and education centres to meet costs of installing and maintaining the most efficient and environmentally-friendly water conservation and storage equipment”.

Kildare County Council

“A large proportion of motorcycle accidents resulting in serious injury and death are directly related to road conditions and in particular road repairs.  In light of this I would call on all councils throughout Ireland to insist that road works be finished to a high standard for all road users and adequate warning of road works be monitored on a daily basis”.

Westmeath County Council

“That this Council discuss the severe implications that the EU Directive on the Protection of Habitat Species is causing to our communities by the ban on turf cutting and also requests the Minister for the Environment, Heritage & Local Government to accommodate the domestic turf cutters in these areas, as the EU has left this accommodation to the discretion of the individual countries”.

Mullingar Town Council

“That this Council urges the Government and Social Partners to take action to combat ageism in the workplace”.

Leitrim County  Council

“At the July Meeting of Leitrim County Council the Members discussed the invaluable service being provided by MABS offices throughout the country and the particular difficulties currently being encountered by MABS office staff in trying to deal with the increasing numbers of people seeking their advice.  The Members unanimously resolved that a letter should issue to the Taoiseach and the Minister for Social & Family Affairs in this regard highlighting this issue and requesting that no cut-backs be considered in this area and that the matter of the provision of additional funding and additional Advisors be considered”.

“That we call on each Local Authority to use fair-trade products in their canteen where possible.  This would help to give a fair wage for those who work to produce such products”.

Balbriggan Town Council

“Balbriggan Town Council call on all major retailers operating in the Republic of Ireland to ensure that all goods sold in their outlets are manufactured from sources that do not abuse children”.

“Balbriggan Town Council call on the Minister for Environment, Heritage and Local Government to introduce tougher penalties for anyone caught graffiting public property”.

Kerry County Council

“That the members of Kerry County Council call on the Government to improve funding for Local Authorities by allowing a percentage of the  VAT collected in each county to be refunded to that county (without an increase in the VAT rate nationally) to ensure the proper funding of Local Authorities who are under extreme pressure at present”.

Killarney Town Council

“That Killarney Town Council call on the Minister of Social and Family Affairs to change the rules governing the Back to Education Allowance”.

Fermoy Town Council

“That this Council calls on the Government to enact legislation whereby any individual who pays rates or service charges to a Local Authority be entitled to vote in that Local Authority’s elections and that we circulates details for the motion to councils countrywide to seek their support”. 

	Tipperary Volunteering Centre
	The Cathaoirleach welcomed Ms. Hilery Tarrant who updated the members on progress to date by the South Tipperary Volunteer Centre.  The centre offered a placement service where they matched the needs of available volunteers to an organisation.  To date 82 volunteers had been placed with 104 new volunteers registered.  National Volunteering Day “Give it a Swirl” would take place on 26th/28th September and a number of events had been organised.



	Any other Business
	Mr. John O’Mahoney referred to a letter that had been circulated to the members regarding the revision of local electoral areas as proposed by the Boundaries Committee and informed the members that it was proposed to consider these proposals at area meetings.

	Bridges
	With the permission of the Cathaoirleach, Cllr. J. O’Brien referred to the recent collapse of the bridge in Ballynunty and queries if it was Council policy to routinely inspect bridges.  In response Mr. McEvoy confirmed that bridges were visually inspected but not structurally inspected.  Area Engineers were proactive in this area but the size and volume of traffic using these bridges had greatly increased.

	Conclusion
	The meeting then concluded.

	
	Signed/____________________.  Dated/________________.

            Cathaoirleach.

Signed/____________________.   Dated/________________.

            Meetings Administrator.
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