South Tipperary County Council

Minutes of South Tipperary County Council Meeting held in

The Council Chamber, County Hall, Clonmel

On Monday 3rd March, 2008.

	In the Chair
	Cllr. John Fahey.

	Present
	Cllrs. L. Ahearn, T. Ambrose, M. Anglim, J. Crosse, J. Crowe, J. Donovan, M. Fitzgerald, D. Foley, S. Healy, R. Kennedy, C. Kinahan, D. Landy, S. Lonergan, S. McCarthy, S. Meagher, A. Moloney, P. Norris, S. Nyhan, J. O’Brien, E. O’Meara, D. Ryan, B. Shoer and T. Wood.



	Apologies
	Cllrs. M. Maguire and D. Bourke.

	In Attendance
	Mr. E. O’Connor, County Manager, Mr. B. McEvoy, Director of Services, Ms. S. Carr, Director of Services, Ms. E. Drennan, Head of Finance, Mr. D. Maguire, E.C., Ms. E. Horgan, C.E.D.O., Ms. V. Connolly, Sports Co-Ordinator, Ms. H. Houlihan, S.O.

	Meetings Administrator
	Mr. John O'Mahoney.

	Minutes
	On the proposal of Cllr. T. Ambrose and seconded by Cllr. R. Kennedy the minutes of Council Meeting held on 4th February, 2008 were agreed.

On the proposal of Cllr. T. Ambrose and seconded by Cllr. D. Ryan the minutes of Standing Orders Committee Meeting held on 14th February, 2008 were agreed.

	Matters Arising from Minutes
	Quarry Laffansbridge

Cllr. Wood referred to the continuing blasting at this quarry and the serious concerns for the adjacent dwellings.  Ms. Carr confirmed that a Warning Notice had been issued and the matter would be followed up.  It was agreed by members that a resolution could best be achieved through negotiations between both parties.

Merriot Radiations

Cllr. D. Ryan acknowledged and paid tribute to the workforce of Merriot Radiators Plant which was due to close in March.

Health Service Executive

Members expressed their dissatisfaction with the HSE who had declined a request to attend a meeting of the Council to discuss the current status of services in South Tipperary General Hospital and Our Lady’s Hospital, Cashel.  It was noted that a meeting had been arranged for the 25th March, 2008 between the four representatives of South Tipperary County Council and the Health Service Executive Regional Forum and the representatives would revert to the members after this meeting.   Following discussion it was agreed that the Council would correspond with the Minister for Health on both issues and seek clarification on the current status of delivery of services in both hospitals.

Budget

Cllr. Foley queried any possible impact which a reduction in income for development charges may have and Cllr Ambrose queried if there was a reduction in planning applications.  Mr. S. Keating informed that the issue would be taken up with the members in the context of the new development contribution scheme to commence in March, 2009.



	Planning Refusals
	The Meetings Administrator advised that there were none.

	Public Notice of Proposed Works
	Dundrum Wastewater Treatment Plant.

The meeting was informed that it was proposed to defer this item to allow further consideration of issues that had been raised. This was agreed.



	Conferences/ Seminars
	It was proposed by Cllr. T. Ambrose, seconded by Cllr. S. Nyhan and agreed that:-

“That Cllrs. D. Landy, J. Crosse, L. Ahearn, T. Ambrose, M. Fitzgerald, P. Norris, J. O’Brien, E. O’Meara, J. Crowe and S. Lonergan be nominated to attend conference entitled Association of County and City Councils Annual Conference, to be held in Roganstown Country Club, Swords, Co. Dublin on 6th, 7th and 8th March”.

“That Cllr. S. Meagher be nominated to attend conference entitled “European Intercultural Dialogue – Engaging with each other” to be held in the European Commission, Dawson Street, Dublin 2 on 6th March”.

“That Cllr. S. Meagher be nominated to attend conference entitled “Aiming for Material Survival” to be held O’Connell Street, Dublin on 8th March.”

“That Cllrs. D. Ryan and S. Lonergan be nominated to attend conference entitled “Climate Change and Outdoor Recreation” to be held in the Lough Erne Hotel, Enniskillen.”

“Cllrs. D. Landy and M. Anglim be nominated to attend conference entitled “LAMA Annual Spring Conference” to be held in the Knightsbrook Hotel, Trim, Co. Meath”.

	Finance 
	

	Raising of Finance

Camphill Communities of Ireland purchase of 2 houses at Gleann an Locha, Carrick-on-Suir
	It was proposed by Cllr. S. Healy,

Seconded by Cllr. T. Ambrose,

And Resolved:-

“That pursuant to the Provisions of Section 6 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provision) Act, 1992 assistance be provided to Camphill Communities of Ireland being a body approved for the purposes of the Section towards the purchase of 2 dwellings at Gleann An Locha, Carrick-on-Suir in the sum of €430,000 (or such greater sum as may be approved by the Department of the Environment Heritage and Local Government) the amount of such payment to be secured by way of Mortgage/Charge on the Association’s Property at Gleann An Locha, Carrick-on-Suir securing the payment thereof with interest over a period of 30 years but with a provision that each half yearly payment due under the said Charge/Mortgage shall be deemed to have been repaid so long as the Association complies with the terms and conditions upon which the assistance is provided”.

	Rate Collection
	Ms. E. Drennan, Head of Finance, reported to the members on rate collection for 2007 in accordance with Article 40(2) of the Local Government (Financial Procedures and Audit) Regulations 2002.  The total amount of rates due for collection in 2007 was €6,959,614.29.  The amount collected was €6,682,218.60. The total carried forward to 2008 was €277,395.49.  There was a satisfactory level of collection at 96%.

	Review of Cashel Town & Environs Dev Plan 2003 – Consider Manager’s Report
	The Manager’s Report for the review of the Cashel and Environs Development Plan 2003 had been issued to the members and was discussed at a workshop.

It was proposed by Cllr. R. Kennedy,

Seconded by Cllr. T. Wood,

And Resolved:-

“That pursuant to the provisions of Section 11(4) of the Planning and Development Act, 2000, as amended we hereby accept the Manager’s Report dated January, 2008, subject to directions by the members as discussed at the workshop held on the 19th February, 2008 and direct the Manager to prepare a Draft Cashel Town and Environs Development Plan 2009-2015”.



	Cahir Local Area Plan 2005 – Proposed Amendment No.5
	Ms. Sonja Reidy informed the members that it was proposed to amend the Cahir Local Area Plan and that specific proposals would be brought before the members.



	Nomination of Member to the Local Traveller Consultative Committee
	It was proposed by Cllr. R. Kennedy,

Seconded by Cllr. S. Meagher

And Resolved:-

“That Cllr. T. Ambrose be appointed to the Local Traveller Consultative Committee”.

	Electoral Area Boundary Review
	The Meetings Administrator referred to discussions which took place at the February monthly meeting of the Council in relation to the Electoral Boundary Review which was currently being undertaken and at a subsequent meeting of the Standing Orders Committee which was held on 14th February to discuss the issue.  At that Standing Orders Committee meeting it was agreed that the Council should consider recommending to the Electoral Area Boundary Committee that the situation as it currently exists in South Tipperary should continue unchanged.  While it was noted that the Cashel area had a significantly higher “population to elected member” ratio than other areas it was also agreed that there were strong natural links between elected members in the Cashel area and Oireachtas members for North Tipperary who represented a significant proportion of the Cashel electorate.  For this reason it was recommended that the Cashel Electoral area should remain as it is at present.  This was agreed.

	Overview of Activity under the Sports Partnership Remit for 2007 and proposed programme for 2008
	Ms Valerie Connolly, Co-ordinator, South Tipperary Sports Partnership, circulated to the Members the South Tipperary Sports Partnership Strategic Plan for 2007-2010. The goals were to increase levels of participation in physical activity, support the development of sport, promote the partnership and its benefits and set up an effective and sustainable partnership.  The key priorities for 2008 were to:-

· Implement STSP Strategic Plan;

· Roll out of Buntus Programme targeting young people;

· Go for Life Programme targeting Older Adults;

· Code of Ethics Programme targeting Sports Leaders

· Promoting the Partnership;

· Development of Website;

· Secure Revenue and Resources for STSP

Members welcomed the plan and spoke of the importance of physical activity for all ages.

	Overview of the key contents of the seven year tourism project and marketing plan
	Ms. E. Horgan updated members on developments under the South Tipperary Tourism Review and Development Strategy 2008-2014.  Key areas for development in the action plan were product development, heritage and culture, training, marketing and co-ordination with neighbouring counties.  The two areas being concentrated on for 2008 were identifying resources and developing a suitable tourism trade organisation. In 2009 a limited company would be formed and a tourism manager appointed to drive the plan over the coming years.

Members referred to the various tourist attractions and activities South Tipperary had to offer and the need to have these promoted.



	Proposed Civic Reception – South Tipperary Hospice
	The Meetings Administrator informed the meeting that it was the recommendation of  the Standing Orders Committee that a Civic Reception would be accorded to South Tipperary Hospice on the 25th April, 2008, at 7.30 p.m.  This was agreed.



	County Manager’s Orders for February 2008
	County Manager’s Orders for the Month of February were noted. 

	Notices of Motion
	

	Rural Clean Up
	The Council considered the following Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. Michael Fitzgerald:-

“That this Council lead the way in the co-ordinating of a rural Clean up and awareness of the chronic state of our rural road sides where discarded litter and rubbish is now a local and national crisis.”

It was agreed that Notice of Motion No 18 on the Agenda in the name of Cllr J. O’Brien would be considered in conjunction with this motion 

“That South Tipperary County Council invest in a gum busting machine for the removal of chewing gum on the footpaths in South Tipperary”.
It was noted that these motions were timely in that they coincided with the 10th anniversary of the National Spring Clean Campaign, which was organised by An Taisce and funded by the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government.  For the 2008 Campaign the Environment and Road Sections of the Council would endeavour to carry out a clean up of non-national roads this Spring within the resources allocated to both sections.  In addition, the Environment Section was running a Litter Black Spot Clean Up competition, offering prizes to local groups and communities who wished to participate in a clean up of their local areas.  The Council’s Awareness Officer would be organising an Awareness Campaign and a high level of interest in the Campaign was anticipated.

Various options were being considered at present regarding the purchase of a gum busting machine.  A decision would be made in the near future.

In speaking to his motion Cllr. Fitzgerald referred to the filthy condition of our roadsides with litter and rubbish and suggested that a clean up be tendered out to private operators to deal with the situation.  Cllr. O’Brien spoke of the condition of our foothpaths due to chewing gum and how this substance could not be removed by normal cleaning methods.  Members supported both motions and discussed them at length. The following  suggestions were made:-

·  an increase in litter fines;

· 
 name and shame

· increased policing

· high visibility of litter wardens

· use of FAS and CES schemes

· purchase of gum busting machine

· extend tidy village boundaries to parish boundaries and increased engagement with local communities.

The Manager thanked the members for the timely and relevant debate.  There was an extensive road network to patrol and there was a civic duty to report incidents of littering and illegal dumping.  The suggestions made would be considered and a report would be brought to the members at the next meeting.



	Drugs in our Communities
	The Council considered the following Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. J. Crosse:-

“That we call on the Minister for Justice to make additional funding available to the relevant agencies including the Gardai to control the increasing problems caused by drugs in our communities.”

Members supported the motion and issues raised during discussion included 

· a dedicated local Garda drug unit, 

· more community policing

· the extension of cab activities to “middle ranking criminals”.

· Greater controls at ports and private airports;

· Stronger legislation for driving with banned substances

· Ban on below-cost selling of alcohol.

	Water Quality Report 
	The Council considered the following Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. S. Healy:-

“That the members be given a report on the water quality serving the northeast area of Clonmel from the Munroe supply as there are complaints of significant limescale, discoloration and oily scum on the water.”

The reply stated that this water supply was a groundwater source extracted from the boreholes at Caherclough and Monroe.  The water has a high Calcium and Magnesium content which were contributors to “Hardness”.  The water supply was fully compliant with Irish and EU Drinking Water Regulations. Government Policy in Ireland does not require Local Authorities to soften public water supplies.  Cllr. Healy stated that electrical appliances were being damaged due to the lime content of the water.  He asked that the matter be re-examined and that every effort be made to alleviate the lime content and the oily scum on the water.

Mr. D. Maguire informed the members that the consumers in this area had switched from a softwater to a hardwater supply as the area was now supplied from a borehole in Monroe. The supply was fully compliant with drinking water regulations.  It was possible that an oily scum would appear on water after boiling.  Government policy was that water should not be softened at source and also the World Health Organisation guidelines did recommend that water for consumers should not go through a water softener.



	Provision of Allotments on a Pilot Basis
	The Council considered the following Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. S. Healy:-

“That South Tipperary County Council commence the provision, on a pilot basis, of allotments/plots for cultivation by interested individuals”.

The reply stated that South Tipperary County Council would be supportive in principle to this proposal and was agreeable to examine its existing land bank to identify suitable plots of land having regard to our various development programmes and existing arrangements in relation to such lands (e.g. short term lettings) etc.  The Council would also be willing to liaise with the Borough and Town Council in this regard.  In particular, the Council would investigate proposals where a group or organisation would be prepared to get involved with the management of parcels of land which might become available for subletting as allotments.  It was recommended that a policy in relation to this issue could be considered in further detail through the SPC and the matter progressed from there.

	Update on the Roll Out of Broadband Access through South Tipperary


	The Council considered the following Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. J. O’Brien:-

“That South Tipperary County Council call on the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources for an update on the roll out of broadband access through South Tipperary”.

It was agreed that Notice of Motion No. 22 in the name of  Cllr. Tom Wood would be taken in conjunction with this motion.

“That in view of concerns expressed about the unsatisfactory situation relating to the availability and quality of broadband in the county, the Manager advise as to the present situation and what steps can be taken to ensure improvement”.
The reply stated that the National Broadband Scheme (NBS) was the Government’s approach to filling the gaps in broadband availability. The following was based on the latest information dated January 2008)

· On the 2 May 2007 the Department of Communications Energy and Natural Resources (DCENR) announced the commencement of the procurement process for the National Broadband Scheme.

· The objective of the National Broadband Scheme was to encourage and secure the provision of broadband services to certain target areas in Ireland in which broadband services were not currently available and were unlikely to be available in the near future.  It was envisaged that the National Broadband Scheme would lead to a broadband product being available to fixed locations in these areas which was affordable, sustainable and scaleable.  It was intended that the broadband service delivered under the National Broadband Scheme would be broadly comparable to the products enjoyed in the majority of currently served areas, now and in the future. 

It was noted that civil construction of four fibre-optic Metropolitan Area Networks (MANs) that form the “SERB-II” Project in Tipperary, Cahir, Cashel, Carrick-on-Suir had also recently been completed.  Testing and proving of the fibre element of the MANs are currently being finalised by the contractor.

Once the MANs have been fully tested and proved they will be “handed over” through a formal agreement to the Management Services Entity (MSE) appointed by the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources. The Management Services Entity will be a private company who will take over full control of the management, promotion, marketing and selling of the services that can be provided by the MANs.

Cllr. O’Brien spoke of the detrimental effects the lack of broadband was having on rural businesses and urged that whatever steps are necessary be taken to ensure that broadband is available in rural areas and that the Minister be contacted in this regard.  Cllr. Wood spoke of the fragmentation and quality issues and supported the request to write to the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources.



	Upgrading of Footpaths in Drangan Village
	The Council considered the following Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. J. O’Brien:-

“That the Council investigate any possible sources of funding for the upgrading of footpaths in Drangan Village”

The reply stated that the Annual Area Roads Meeting for the Fethard Area was scheduled for Tuesday, 18th March and this item would be considered at that meeting.



	Development of Off-Shore Wind Energy Facilities
	The Council considered the following Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. J. Fahey:-

“That this Council calls on the Government to put a package of incentives in place which would encourage the development of off-shore wind energy facilities as proposals for wind energy in rural areas have caused serious division in local communities”.

It was agreed that the Council would write to the Minister in this regard.


	Provision of a New Burial Ground in Bansha Village
	The Council considered the following Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. M. Fitzgerald:-

“That an up to date report be given regarding the provision of a new burial ground in Bansha village”

The reply stated that  at the Council meeting held on 5th November, 2007, a policy on the provision and management of burial grounds for 2008 – 2012 was adopted.  The policy included recommendations for the completion of a 2008 – 2012 capital programme for the provision of new burial grounds in the County.  This 5 year plan, based on existing commitments in order of priority, listed the provision of burial grounds at the following locations:

1. Knockavilla burial ground;

2. Shanrahan burial ground, Clogheen;

3. Solohead burial ground;

4. Ardfinnan burial ground; and 

5. Bansha burial ground.

In respect of Bansha, the Environment Section would work closely with local community interests to identify a suitable site on land either within or adjacent to the village.  Once a suitable site was identified, arrangements would be put in place to complete the necessary planning and design process with a view to the provision of the burial ground within the time scale of the existing 5 year capital programme from 2008 – 2012.



	Provision of a new waste water treatment plant in Golden Village
	The Council considered the following Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. M. Fitzgerald:-

“That an up to date report be given regarding the provision of a new waste water treatment plant in Golden village as it now five years since this project was agreed”.

The reply stated that a that a review of the second site identified for the wastewater treatment plant and the access road to same was warranted as a result of the flooding of the lands.  This review was carried recently and a modified proposal was currently being examined.  The landowner had been contacted and briefed on this change and negotiations were ongoing.  Cllr. Fitzgerald expressed his disappointment at the ongoing delays and asked that this matter be expedited.



	Minister for Health and Health Service Executive
	The Council considered the following Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. S. Healy:-

“That this Council calls on the Minister for Health and the Health Service Executive to:

· Fund urgently the opening of the medical assessment unit and the 23 bed medical ward both lying idle at South Tipperary General Hospital.

· Allocate a hospital budget that provides fully for inflation and replacement of staff arising from vacancies and leave entitlements.”


Members supported this motion.

	Road Resurfacing at Whelan’s Funeral Home, Tipperary
	The Council considered the following Notice of Motion in the name of  Cllr. Seamus Healy:-

“That the section of the N24 from Longford Bridge to Whelan’s Funeral Home, Tipperary be resurfaced as it is in very bad repair”.

This matter was being investigated and it was hoped to carry out repairs during Summer 2008 at this location.



	Parking Overnight of Caravans and Campervans at the Castle Car Park, Cahir
	The Council considered the following Notice of Motion in the names of Cllrs. S. Lonergan, M. Anglim, A. Moloney and L. Ahearn:-

“That this Council introduce a bye law prohibiting overnight caravan and camper parking in the Castle Car Park, Cahir”.

The reply stated that a present, there was no bye law prohibiting overnight caravan and camper parking in the Castle Car Park, Cahir.  An outright ban may discourage genuine tourists from stopping in the town and therefore, a bye law was not recommended.  

Cllr. L Ahearn outlined the problems with overnight parking at the Castle Car Park and Mr. McEvoy undertook to investigate this further and revert to the Area Roads Meeting.

	Resolutions from Other Local Authorities
	Balbriggan Town Council

“Balbriggan Town Council call on the Government to bring legislation to prevent economic migrants and refugees with criminal records from entering Ireland.”

Limerick County Council

“That Limerick County Council adopts a motion of no confidence in the Health Services Executive (HSE) and calls upon the Government and the Minister for Health to abolish the HSE and replace it with an efficient body who would have the professionalism and commitment to deliver a modern and effective Health Service for Cystic Fibrosis patients, especially young adult patients who are born with this life threatening disease; furthermore, that this motion be circulated to all local authorities seeking their support for same.”



	Any Other Business
	N25 Carrick-on-Suir By-Pass

Mr. McEvoy informed the members that a Contract had been signed for the preparation of an E.I.S. and C.P.O. drawings for the N24 Carrick-on-Suir By Pass.



	Votes of Sympathy
	Votes of Sympathy were passed to the following:-

· Cllr. Derry Foley on the death of his nephew Ronan.

· Ms. Aisling Kelly, Water Services on the death of her brother-in-law Francis Cashman.

· Mr. Noel Cullen, Rates Section on the death of his sister Anne Smith.

· Mrs. Helen Kennedy, Kilheffernan, Clonmel on the death of her husband John.

· The families of Pawel Kalite and Marius  Szwajkos. 

	Good Wishes
	A vote of good wishes was passed to Cllr. Denis Bourke for a speedy recovery.

	Conclusion


	The meeting then concluded.

Signed/_____________________.   Date/_______________.

Signed/______________________.   Date/_______________.
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